









CRAFTSMAN. 


N° 1. Monday, December 5. 1726. 





T is ufually expected that Perfons, who 
prefume to inflruét or entertain the Pub- 
\ lick, fhouid give fome Account of Them- 

felves, and of thofe particular Endow- 
% ments, which qualify them for fuch 
an Undertaking. Tho’ I am fenfible of 
the Prejudices, which adhere to a known Author, 
and how perfonal Defects are apt to interfere with 
a publick Charaéter; yet I think this Expectation 
fo reafonable in general, that I have determ’ned 
to place my Name at the Head of this Paper, and de- 
fign to acquaint the World with fome of the molt re- 
markable Particulars of my Life. 

Iam, by Birth, the fecond Son of Abrabam D* An- 
cers, E{g; a Gentleman of an ancient Family, and no 
inconfiderable Eftate in the North of England. I 
was born in that Year, which is become a remarkable 
Aira, on Account of the Refauration of our ancient 
A’ eftablifhed 

















2 The CRAFTSMAN. N° 1. 


eftablifhed Government under King Char/es Il. and 
the aufpicious Birth of his prefent moft excellent Ma- 
jefty. I received the firft Rudiments of my Education, 
under the famous Dr. Busby, at Weftminfter Schoo) ; 
from whence I was tranfplanted to Chri/t-Church Col- 
lege in Oxford, where I continued between three and 
four Years; at the Expiration of which, I was entered 
of Gray’s-Inn, and applied myfelf to the Study of the 
Law. When I was firft called to. the Bar, I attended 
very conftantly in Wefminfter-Hall, and gained confi- 
derable Reputation in my Profeflion; but my elder 
Brother dying foon after, by which I came into the 
Pofieflion of a competent Eftate, and having before 
taken a Difguft to the Chicanry of that Bufinefs, and 
the prevailing Pra¢tice of the Courts, I refolved to live 
a retired Life, and indulge my natural Inclination to 
the politer Arts. “I had, however, been fo long ac- 
cuftomed to private Chambers, and a reclufe manner 
of Life, that I refolved to continue in the fame Method; 
which I have accordingly done ever fince in Gray’s-Jnn, 
and was made a Bencher of that venerable Society near 
twenty Years ago. 

As I quitted the long Robe very early, it gave me an 
Opportunity of furnifhing myfelf with fome Degree of 
Knowledge in moft Arts and Profeflions. I have had 
Leifure, for thefe many Years, to make my Obferva- 
tions on Men and Things; to amufe myfelf with the 
Writings of ancient and modern Authors; to look in- 
to the Conftitutions of the moft flourifhing States in all 
Ages, and particularly of our own ; and have from Time 
to Time made my Remarks on the feveral Changes and 
Revolutions, which have happened, not only in the pub- 
lick Tranfaétions of Government, but alfo in the pri- 
vate Opinions of Mankind, and the Conduét of parti. 
cular Parties; of all which the Reader will be fully ap- 
prized in the Courfe of my future Lucubrations. 

What chiefly determined me, at this Time, to ap- 
pear in fuch a Manner, is the Ufage I have lately re- 
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ceived from a certain Writer, who has thought fit to 
break into the private Concerns of my Family, and 
publickly expofe me to the World, for my good Nature 
and Indulgence to one of my Servants 3 in which, per- 
haps, I am not altogether excufable. I am, indeed, 
fomewhat obliged to the Gentleman for the good Cha- 
racter, which he is pleafed to give me, as to my natu- 
ral Difpofition; but I think it very hard to fee my pri- 
vate Weaknefles, and the Infirmities of old Age fet 
forth to the World in fo glaring a manner; for tho’ I 
am ready to allow, that the univerfal Complaints againit 
Servants are too juft ; that their Corruptions are grown 
very enormous ; and that I may, in particular, have con- 
tributed to this publick Evil, by too much Lenity ta 
my Coachman, who, has not deferved fuch Tendernefs 
at my Hands; yet fome Allowances ought certainly ta 
be made to a Man in Years; who being naturally fond 
of Eafe, is willing to overlook a thoufand little Faults 
and Impertinences, rather than part with an o/d Ser- 
vant, who was brought up in his Family from a Child ; 
and. for-whom he has contraéted a fort of natural Af- 
fection. 

But fince the Cafe of my Man Rosin has been 
made fo publick, as to become the Subjeét of all Con- 
verfation ; and my Conduét in that Affair has been much 
blamed, as fetting a bad Example to other Servants 3 I 
will in a fhort Time give the Publick an Account of 
that whole Affair, and of the Motives, which have hi- 
therto induced me to proceed in this gentle Manner 
with fo ungrateful and refraétory a Servant. In the 
mean time, I mut acquaint the World, that the Rela- 
lation, which they have feen of this Affair, in a Letter 
figned Will. Fobnfon, publithed in the Country Gen- 
tleman, is, in feveral Inftances, falfe and erroneous; 
particularly at the Conclufion, where it is faid, that 
Robin at \aft fell from his Coach-Box, and broke his 
Neck ; for I do hereby affure the Publick, that there 
was nothing in that Story, any farther than that he re- 
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ceived a little Shock one Night, by driving in the Dark, 
againft another Gentleman’s Coach; but however he 
might fuffer in his Reputation as to Coachman/hip, and 
forfeit the Charaéter of a skilful and fober Driver 3 yet 
he was fo far from breaking his Neck, that he drove me 
but Yeilerdav to Hampfeads and I have teen prevail’d 
on, by the ftrong Interceffion of his Friends, and his 
own Promifes of Amendment, to continue him in my 
Service this Winter; but if he does not immediately 
grow better, Fam refolved, notwithftanding any Im- 
portunities whatfoever, to difcard him entirely, and give 
him up to the ftriéteit Severity of the Law. 

I have likewife Reafon to complain of the Writer 
bcfore-mentioned, for wepreles nting me, in that Paper, 
as a Perfon of an indulent Temper, if by that Phrafe 
he means one, who is unconcerne ed for theWelfare of his 
Fellow-fubjeéts, and the Profferity of his native Coun- 
try. I hope a Man may be allowed to live quietly, and 
indulge the Serenity of his Mind in old Age, without 
drawing on himfelf the eae of being cold and 
fpiritlefs; for certainly there is fome Difference between 
being eafy and indolent; between fubmitting peaceably 
to feveral Things, which a private Man cannot help, 
and his being perfettly indifferent whether they were 
better managed, or not. However, the Charge againft 
-~ is contained in fuch general Terms, and I am fo 

loth to truft to the Candour of the World for their 
Conftruétion, that I chufe to interrupt my defirable 
‘Tranquility, and enter upon a Scene of Aétion in my 
declining Years, rather than lie under the leait Sufpicion 
of a tame and vicious Indolence. 

As it is frequently obferved, that thofe Perfons think 
moft, who peak leaft; fo perhaps it will hold equally 
true, that They form the foundeft Judgment of what 
pafles in the World, who live moft retired from the 
Buftle of it. As to myfelf, however inconfiderable I 
may have been thought for the greateft Part of my Life, 
I hope to convince the World that I am not fo indo/ “ 
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and carelefs a Speétator, as this Author is pleafed to re- 
prefent me ; but, on the contrary, that I am as warmly 
affected with the Intereft of my Country, as any Man 
in it; and look with equal Concern upon the manifold 
Vices and Corruptions ; upon that general Proftitution 
of Principles and Degeneracy of Manners, which have 
by degrees over-run the whole Kingdom, and put Vir- 
tue and Honefty almoft quite out of Countenance: 

As for the Corruptions of Servants, I can look upor 
them in no other Light than as the natural Confequen- 
ces of the Corruptions of Thofe in an higher Sphere, 
The Morals of the Maffer are generally exhibited to 
us in the Behaviour of his Dome/ficks ; for which Rea- 
fon I think it ridiculous to endeavour at a Reformation 
of them, unlefs we begin with one amongft our felves. 
The Effeét cannot be removed, whilft the Caufe remains. 
Let the Ax be laid to the Root of the Tree, if you would 
effe€tually ftop the Growth of this Evil; for it will a- 
vail but little to lop off a few fuperfluous Branches and 
Excrefcencies, when the nobler and vital Parts are fo 
dangeroufly affected. 

It is for this Reafon that I have entitled my Paper 
The CRAFTSMAN; under which general Cha~ 
raéter I defign to lay open the Frauds, Abufes, and fe- 
cret Iniquities of all Profeffions; not excepting thofe of 
my own; which is at prefent notorioufly adulterated 
with pernicious Mixtures of Craft, and feveral fcanda- 
lous Proftitutions. The fame malignant Contagion hag 
infected the other learned Faculties and polite Profef- 
fions. It has crept into the Camp as well as the Court 5 
prevailed in the Church as well as imthe State ;. has vitia- 
ted the Country in the fame Manner that it has poifoned 
the City, and work’d itfelf into every Part of our Con- 
ftitution, from the higheft Offices of Life, down to the 
loweft Occupations, in a regular and gradual Defcent. 

Tt is my Defign, in this Paper, to detect and animad- 
vert upon all thefe Corruptions, as far as they come 
within my Knowledge; . thew how general the Evil 
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is grown, and how Craft predominates in all Profeflions. 
But the Myitery of State-Craft abounds with fuch in- 
numerable Frauds, Proftitutions, and Enormities in all 
Shapes, and under all Difguifes, that it is an inexhaufti- 
ble Fund, an eternal Refource for Satire and Reprehen- 
fion ; fince from this grand Fountain of Corruption 
flaw all thofe little Streams and Rivulets, which have 
fpread themfelves through every Part of this Kingdom, 
and debauched ali Ranks and Orders of Men. It fhall 
therefore be my chief Bufinefs to unravel the dark Se- 
crets of Political Craft, and trace it through all its va- 
rious Windings and intricate Receffes. I am aware of 
the Difficulties of this Task, and of the Ridicule which 
it will draw upon me. I know the fafhionable Part of 
the World, which includes the Vain and Superficial, as 
well as the Self-interefted and Corrupt, will call me a 
doting old Blockhead for making fuch an Attempt ; and 
impute my Remonftrances againft Vice to the Peevith- 
nefs and Protervity of Age, which naturally inclines 
us to be out of Hamour with the frefent Times, and 
to extol thofe which are pa/?; but as the fober Part of 
Mankind will, I doubt not, judge otherwife of this 
Affair ; and as I have been in a manner neceffitated to 
this Undertaking, by the unkiad Treatment of the Let- 
ter-Writer before-mentioned ; fo I have armed my 
Mind with fufficient Refolution to defpife any Re- 
proaches or perfonal Invectives, which may be thrown 
upon me, whilft Iam carrying it on. 
As I am acknowledged by this Author himfelf to be 
a Gentleman of grsat Worth and ratural Probity ; and 
the Faults, with which he charges me, being, at the 
worft, Faults on the right Side, the glorious Errors of 
too much Lenity and good Nature; fo Y hope the Reader 
is inclined to believe that Fam not altogether unquali- 
fied for this Work 5 unlefs an honeft Difpofition, join’d 
with a liberal Education, long Experience, and the 
Knowledge of Men, as well us of Books, can be fup- 
poied to be no Qualifications. But though I “” - 
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